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a plurality of remote units having a radio frequency transmitter and receiver, said remote 
^ units capable transmitting to and receiving from said master unit of the building monitoring 
system. 




aded) A building monitoring system according to claim 1, wherein said 
remote uhit§ haying a first low power consumption state in which said remote units can neither 
receive nor trarisiftit^ a second power consumption state in which said units can receive, and a 
third power cons^ptiojjJJt^ in which said units can transmit, wherein said second and third 
states have higher power consumption than said first state. 




vn 



(Amended) A building monitoring system utilizing bi-directional radio frequency 
communication comprising: 

at least ohe master unit including a radio frequency transmitter and receiver; 
a plurality of remote/units each having a radio frequency transmitter and receiver, said 
remote units capable of transmitting to and receiving from said master unit of the building 



'monitoring system and 



received from said master unit; 



apablesof generating polling events in response to a poll message 



said remote unit^each having at ib^st one timer for generating a timeout event; 
said remote units eac!rtia5dng^t4easr3^sensor for measuring selected variables; said 
remote units capable of generating a sensons^ent in response to a sensor change of 
measurement; and 
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safchremote unit^each having a non-communicating state with low power consumption 
and in which sai&j/emote units can neither receive nor transmit, and a receiving state having 
higher power con^mptiba.than said non-communicating state and in which said units can 
receive, wherein saiel selected rerfrate units are in said receiving state only after selected event 
occurrences, wherein saitL§elected events&e^selected from the group consisting of timeout 
events, polling events, and sensor events. 



23. (Am^de4^A method for communicating between a remote unit and a master 



unit 



in a radio-f^emiency building monitoring system, comprising: 

transmfttin^message from the remote unit to the master unit of the building monitoring 
system; and 

transmittin^ao, i ackno^le^^"om the master unit to the remote unit indicating receipt of 
the message. 



(Amended) A method for communicating between a remote unit and a master unit 
in a radio-frequency building monitoring system, wherein the remote unit is capable of 




transmitting to and rec 

e remote unit further 1 
remote unit can neither 



ing messages from the master unit of the building monitoring system, 
aving^ion-communicating low power consumption state in which said 
receive nor tfSmsmit, a receiving state in which said remote unit can 
receive, and a transmittin&state in which saHxemote unit can transmit, said remote unit also 
having at least one sensor for producing a sensor change event, the method comprising: 
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warane. for the sensorphSnge*£yent while in said non-communicating state; 
entering thete^n^mitting state and transmitting a message upon detecting the sensor 
change event; 

entering the receiving state afrd^aiting for acknowledgment of said data transmission; 

and 

returning to the waitin|ffbrsensor change stef 



(1 . (Amended) A method for communicating between a remote unit and a master unit 
in a radio-fretoency building monitoring system, wherein the remote unit is capable of 
transmitting to anasreceiving messajg^s from the master unit of the building monitoring system, 
the remote unit further Raying a iron-communicating low power consumption state in which said 

lor transmit, a receiving state in which said remote unit can 



remote unit can neither recei 
receive, and a transmitting state 
determining a time for c 
waiting for said time whil 



in\\hich said remote unit can transmit, the method comprising: 
mmunib^ting with said master; 

pommunicating state; 

message upon attaining said 



changing to said transmitting stat£ 

determined time for communication; 

waiting for acknowledgment of said transmission in skid receiving state; and 
returning to said determining step for determining a new timfe for communicating with 

said master. 
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33K (Amended) A method for communicating between a remote unit and a master unit 
in a radio-frequency building monitoring system, wherein the remote unit is capable of 
transmitting to and reaving messages frtfSTtEe^ftiaster unit of the building monitoring system, 
the remote unit further having s a s non4communicating low power consumption state in which said 



remote unit can neither receive noi 
receive, and a transmitting state in 



smit, a receiving state in which said remote unit can 
which s&d remote unit can transmit, the method comprising: 
providing a time signal from \aid master tb^aid remote; 

waiting while in said non-commuftkating st ate Ifey a tim e interval corresponding to said 
provided time signal; and 

changing to said transmitting state and transmitting a messa^after expiration of said 
time interval 

Discussion 

An office action dated 04/10/02 was received on the above-cap tioned patent application. 

The examiner objected to figure 1 because of the unlabeled boxes. A red-lined figure 1 
with the box entries is enclosed for examiner approval. 

As to claim 3, the examiner noted that "sate" should be "state". Such correction is 
incorporated in this amendment. 

Claims 14-16 were rejected under 35 USC 112, 2 nd paragraph, because "a type" renders 
them indefinite. In the specification, "type" is discussed in lines 10-16 of page 7, line 10 of page 
17, line 16 of page 22, and line 7 of page 23. Hopefully, these places in the text identify the 
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